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2026 Berkeley Garden Member Rules

Membership
1. All gardeners must live in the City of Boston. This is necessary for Berkeley Gardens to receive City services.
2. Gardeners can be members of only one Boston community garden.
3. Only one Berkeley Garden plot per gardener. The person registered for the plot should be the one tending to
the garden.
4. Gardeners are not allowed to take over gardens when there is a death or departure of a gardener. When a
gardener leaves or is asked to leave, plots are added to the Lottery.

Full plot payment is due by Renewal deadline of March 7 Unpaid plots will be added to the Lottery.

5. Required community work time is 12 hours per season. If 12 hours of community work time are not logged,
gardener will be charged $150. (See attached document Berkeley Community Time Opportunities
for more information.)

Growing Season

6. No dogs are allowed in garden. Pet waste transmits disease.

7. No smoking allowed in the garden.

8. Plot conditions - Throughout the season, inspections will be held to assess garden plot conditions by BCG
Leadership. Gardeners will be informed if there are any infractions in their plot.

9. Plots must be planted by June 1, tended throughout the season, and have ripe vegetables picked in a timely
fashion. If any of these are not adhered to, gardener will be informed. If they do not correct the situation,
gardener will be asked to give up their plot. In addition, gardener will not be allowed back for the following
year. You may reapply after sitting out a year through the Lottery.

10. Plots should be kept open and airy for air flow through the garden plots.

1. Vines should not be planted next to neighboring fences. Vines should be concentrated in the middle of
plots providing sunlight and good air circulation for all surrounding plots.
2. Plot fences cannot be covered by plastic, wood, or any other opaque material.

11. Plots are only to be used for growing produce and flowers. Plots cannot be used for storage. Any supplies in
plots must be used throughout the season. Buckets and wood not being used during the season can no longer
be stored in plots. If leadership determines so, any items in the plot that encourage rodent infestation must be
cleaned out. Gardener will be notified by leadership.

12. Flowers and herbs only, NO vegetables, can be grown outside the front of the plot.

13. No fencing or structure can be added to the outside of plots. Fencing already added to the outside of plots
must be removed as required by our landlords, The Trustees. Our insurance company requires that they be
removed due to the possible injury to visitors to the garden. This includes all areas along the Main Path, B
Row planters, and paths between Main Path and C Row.

14. NO plot structure can exceed 6’ tall (1.83 meters). Anything built by a garden member including, but not
limited to, new gates, posts, permanent trellises, canopies, or wire mesh fencing, must be approved by garden
leadership prior to construction to ensure it conforms with Trustee guidelines. Failure to secure prior approval
will result in removal of structure or loss of garden plot.

15. Plot conditions - Throughout the season, inspections will be posted to assess garden plot conditions by BCG
Leadership. Gardeners will be informed if there are any infractions in their plot.

End of season
16. All gardens must remove vines and structures during the winter. Leaving rotted produce to overwinter is not
allowed. Weeds or vines extending out of plot fencing (into alley, into walkways) must be removed.
17. Winter cold frames are allowed.
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